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Aed hod no Oomtmlwt stated that 

h 0 had lAtor toowa maria In EaslaodI, and at Z«8 llama daring 1944 md 
1945. When ^UrXa wa baak in tha Qteitad tUtai In 1946 and 1947, tm bad 
bam atoongay la faaw <tf agraameat irttb Ikiasla. Uallar conttaaad that ba 
a^ mt raaaU that Baiarla had dlaoasaad poHtlao with his whaa ha «w 
Padarla is gngUad la 1948, Ha addad that ha had baaa at Paiarla' haaa far 
dlnnar, ala^ with a nta4>ar of othar paopla^ and that ha had aat naact to 
vSagaala Paiarls dialing dtnnar, atatad that dnrli^ tha dinnar Mrs, 
^^-Omarls had d<Moa **quita a bit ©f baiting” and tad oallad his (fellar) a 
w Boagor, ^Uar statad that Palarls had nawar told his whr h© lait 
teraacy hot that ha almys aasmad that it was baeausa Palerla was dealsh, 
Hs ai^raasad tha beXlaf that Paiarls had mt his wife at a seiantlflo 

saatlag Is Moscow, roo < 

Io 5-599-5_915^ page 37 ) 

Sdaard Sallar was bora Jaipaiy 15, 1908* at Budapest, Haagajy, 
and hlB wife, Mrs, Augusta Barkangrl Taller, was born April JO, 1909, in 
the saae oltgr. Both becaaa naturallaed eltiaons of the tJnitad States on 
Mareh 4* 1941> at Washingtcm, D« G. Znforntatlon ha© been reoelved fro® 
a oonfidestlal isformant that one Edward Teller had been on the roster of 
temhare at tha Oomauslat Workers School, Mew Tork City, in 1941, teaching 
Polltieal Saonmy, Mazsilmi, Iminlsis and the RLstosy of tha Conrmniat Pwty 
of the Borlet Oidoa, Dr* Edmrd Tellcnr was Intanriewed in Jantiary* 1949» 
ooQcemlng tha posaibillty of bis being idmtical with tha Edward l^Uer i*o 
was listed on the 1941 roster of the teachers at the Woricers School, arai he 
«sphati0al3y denied that he was identical with this indlwldual, ^ sta1»d 
ttot he had al^blutely so baokgroahd or qualifications whl«d» would entitle 
hi» to teaeh mgr of tha sub^eets lloted by tha Werkore S<^ool. m stated 
thm ha was m Hew Xe*k City is September, 194 I, and that ha tau^t at 
Didreraltr froa that Um ustll dune, 1942. Tha photogratA of 
0r, feller wae dlspl^nd to rarlous Inforaasts, who identified his pl»to» 
gra|h w of a nan sma by tha informants on wartoua oeeaslms at the 
h^ua^ro of tha Gemaudst Party Woiiters School, Saw York City, during 
t^ emly part of 1942, 0ns tnfotmast Identified hlo photograph as bati» 

Sbrkera School In 1941. It was repotted 
m Mareh 15, 19§0, that a very confidential source close to the Taller 
faally bad raeeiwad infersaation to the effect that Mrs, Teller had rmar^d 
to a fn«M m one oooaelon, I m worried for 
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TO 


FROM 


L'MfED STATES GC '’RNMENT 

Memorandum 





Robert 'E. Tharp, Assistant *Director for 
Personnel Security, Division of Security, HQ 


subject: RUDOLPH ERNST PEIERLS, LTC SCIENTIST 



: .7 . 7 

WO 




i 



This is an interim response to your recent request for indices checks 
concerning Dr, Peierls in connection with his proposed temporary employ- 
ment at Brookhaven National Laboratory. Indices checks, have not been 
completed because of referrals to other agencies. This information has 
been requested and will be furnished upon receipt. Information received 
to date has been included with information contained in-^vision of 
Security files and is summarized below. '' 


Dr. Rudolph Ernst Peierls. Information Prior to 1951 



Dr. Peierls was born June 5, 1907, in Berlin, Germany, He received his 
education in Germany and Switzerland and emigrated to England in 1933 
because of racial prosecution in Germany. For two years he was a "Research 
Fellow" at Manchester University and for the next two years at the Royal 
Society Mond Laboratory in Cambridge, England. He was appointed to the 
Physics Department in Birmingham University in 1937. There is no positive 
information on how he met and when he married his wife. It has been alleged 
that he spent some time teaching in Russia sometime during 1930-39 and 
that he met and married his wife in Russia. Another source advised the 
FBI that he believed Dr. Peierls met his wife while attending a scientific 
conference in Moscow. In any case, based on the age of their oldest 
child in 1944 it appears they were married smnetime in 1933-34. Dr. 

Peierls became a naturalized citizen of Great Britain in March 1940. 

In 1951, Peierls was Vice President of the Council of the Atomic Scientists' 
Association, reportedly a Communist front organization. He was reported 
to have been a member of a delegation that visited the Brit ish Home Office 
on August 1, 1947, to ask clemency for Dr.fl||||||H 

and convicted Soviet Agent in the Canadian-S^^^^^c^^ who was then 
in prison in England. 

Eugenia Kannegiesser Peierls. Spouse 

Mrs. Peierls was bom July 25, 1908, in Leningrad, Russia. A Personnel 
Security Questionnaire filled out by Mrs. Peierls at Los Alamos, New 
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Mexico in 1944 reflects the birth of both her parents in Russia. Mrs. 
Peierls listed attendance at Leningrad University from 1925 to 1929 and 
indicated employment at the Leningrad Geophysical Laboratory during 
1930 and 1931, From 1939 to 1941 she gave her employment as a nurse In 
a Birmingham hospital in England. During 1941 through 1943 she showed 
employment with General Electric in Birmingham as a Planning Engineer. 
She became a naturalized citizen of Great Britain in March 1940 at the 
same time as her husband. 




Allegations concerning her meni)er8hip in the German Conmunist Party and 
the Communist Party in England are discussed below. 

Association with Klaus Fuchs 



KlauaWuchs was bom in Germany in 1911. He fled to England in 1933 
becduse of Coimnunlst Party'^acLiViirleA attended Bristol” and Edinburgh 
Universities receiving his Ph.D. in mathematics and physics at the latter. 
When the Nazi attempt to cross the English channel seemed Imminent, Fuchs 
together with other selected aliens, was sent to an internment camp in 
Canada. Following the German invasion of Russia in 1941 he was returned 
to England where he was employed on unclassified research activities at 
Glasgow University. 


Peierls heard about Fuchs and invited him to help in the war research 
Peierls was conducting at Birmingham University, At that time Peierls 
had been selected as the head of the British Tube Alloy Project, which 
paralleled the work being done in the U.S. by the former Manhattan 
Engineering District (MED). Fuchs came to live with Peierls in 1941. 

Both Peierls and Fuchs were selected as part of the British mission which 
came to the U.S. in Oecesdier 1943 to work with MED scientists. Peierls 
was in charge and continued to be in charge when they were both transferred 
to Los Alamos in March 1944, While at Los Alamos, Peierls was noted for 
his theoretical work on implosion and contributed heavily to theoretical 
work on the "super" bomb. They returned to Great Britain in 1946, Dr. 
Peierls leaving in January while Fuchs followed him six months later. 

Both were the subject of security assurances received by the MED from the 
British government. ’ 





Klaus Fuchs was arrested by the British in February 1950 while employed 
on the British atomic energy program. He confessed to espionage activities 
In behalf of the Russians and was convicted and sentenced to imprisonment. 

He has since served his jail term and is currently employed in scientific 
work in East Germany. 

FBI Investigation in the U.S. In 1950-1951 

FBI investigation during the Fuchs and Rosenberg cases, included individuals 
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formerly associated with the British Mission at Los Alan»s. One 
source related that he had been told by another meodier of the mission 
that Mrs. Peierls was a member of the British Communist Party. Question- 
ing of this source disclosed that this information had been based on 
Mrs. Peierls* Russian birth and attitude toward Russia. This source had 
also known the Peierls prior to their association at Los Alamos. An 
American scientist also Interviewed by the FBI) who had been associated with 
the Peierls at Los Alamos and who had also known him since 1928, stated 
that when Peierls was in the U.S, he had been strongly in favor of agreement 
with Russia but had shown no other marked political syn?>athie8. During a 
visit to their home In England in 1948, this scientist, then a leading 
figure in the U.S. atomic weapons program, stated that Mrs. Peierls had 
done "quite a bit of baiting" and had called him a "war monger'*. 

It was also found that captured German documents consisting of original 
documents of the German Communist Party listed the name of "Comrade" 
Kannegiesser. It was not known whether this individual was identical 
with Mrs. Peierls, nee Kannegiesser. Investigation also disclosed that 
Mrs, Peierls had been publicly opposed to Britain* s participation in 
World War II until Russia entered the war. 

1951 AEG Action in Connection with Declassification Conferences with the UK 


Dr. Peierls was selected by the UK to attend several U.S. -UK Declassifica- 
tion Conferences for which security assurances were furnished the AEC, 

Prior to the 1951 conference, the adverse information concerning Dr. Peierls 
and his wife was presented to the British, and the UK response was: 




1. Peierls was a close friend and associate of Klaus Fuchs and 
they roomed together, at Los Alamos. The association between 
them developed naturally as a result of scientific assignments 
and no "sinister implications" were drawn therefrom. 


2, Mrs, Peierls was born in Russia. However, the allegation 

she was a member of the British Communist Party was "Unfounded". 
The British had no information which would connect Mrs. 

Peierls with "Comrade" Kanegiesser mentioned in the captured 
German doctiments. 


3. The British do not consider the Atomic Scientists* Associa- 
tion as a Communist front. 


4. Dr. Peierls did not teach in Russia. 

The AEC approved Dr. Peierls* attendance at the Conference. One of the 
priiae considerations was that he would have no additional access to classi- 
fied information other than he already had. 
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described as an ex-German scientist who in 1950 was believed a British 
citizen. There is evidence that in 1945 he cooperated with both U.S. and 
British intelligence and furnished informa Russians also. 
Shortly after the Russians occupied Berlin, furnished the Russians 
the names of German scientists in atomic research and the location of 
two tons of heavy water which he said he feared might be destroyed by the 
Germans. In a 1948 report by U.S, sources, this action was attributed to 
his residence in the Russian sector. Information contained in a letter 
written by ajleflnaj^cientist working for the Russians in Moscow in 1946 
states that||||H^[pproached the Russians to work for them and that this 
scientist him to the Russians. 




His reported assistance to the U.S, and British consisted in furnishing 
information on German scientists both in East Germany and working in 
Russia. An American scientist associated with U.S, intelligence, reported 
that in his c ontacts with British Intelligence they had left no doubt 
that |■||■|^^asclosely associated with them. In Deceriber 1950, informa- 

a suspected Communist agent trying to collect 
scientific^^Wechnical intelligence information in England for the 
Soviets was made available to the British. The British reply was that 
his contacts were known and they did not consider him to be engaged in 
espionage, particularly since there was no supporting evidence for such 
allegations. 



^Freturned to Geraan^^rom England, exact time not known. An 

nerlcan who had known World War II reported that suspicions 

about him were aided by^R^act that his mistress was the sister of an 
active East German Coianunist who was then head of the Ministry 

of Justice. However, this source reported that neitherHP|H|||pior his 
mistress were known to make any secret of this fact, nor to nave had any 
contact with the individual. 


There is no question tha 
scientists, to the Soviet^ 



as 


has been close to certain East Geirman 
*ad easy entry to East Berlin as well as 
goorrelations with U.S. aAd British intelligence. The record is not 
clear, however, as to whether he engaged in these activities in behalf 
of the Russians, other countries, or both. 


Further information is expected from the Office of Naval Intelligence, 
the Immigration and Naturalization Service and the State Department 
which will be furnished upon receipt. 
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’/ REMO ROIIT* ' 1 

□ 

See me about this. 

1 ^nctirrtiHis. 

— 

For - n.on. ~ 


■ 

Note end return. 

I F'^r signature. 


For Information. 



TO (Name and unltXr* 



Upton, New York 
11973 


TO (Name and uriit) 


TO (Nam'e and unit) 


FROM (Name and unloj 

R.' E. Tharp' 
S 

G-239 



PHONE Na 


DATE 

3-9-66 


OATI 






rru 




REMARKS 


: t f’ ;*> ?■;! 

** 4 “ 


*^^his confirms information furnished by wire this date 
from R. E. Tharp ti 
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. tO 
MAY 1M2 EDITION 
OSA GEN. REG. NO. 27 


S010-.107 


TO ; 

FROM : 

subject: 



n 


UNITED STATES Gv iRNMENT 

Memorandum 

DIRECTOR, RBI (100-344156) 
SAG, NEW YORK (105-79458 ) (p) 



date: 6/28/66 


/ AaiNPOP-NtATlOHCOMTAlNED 

RUDOLPH ERNST PEIERLS 

IS-ENGLAND 

ReBulet 4/29/66. 

Transmitted herewith are six copies of LHM pertaining 
to captioned individual. 

Copy of referenced AEC memorandum described in LHM 
was transmitted to the Bureau under date of 4/15/66. 

ation set out in LHM was furnished to SA 

icrKL^ 

Investigation is continuing to determine if the 
subject made any significant telephone contacts during his 
stay at Drookhaven National Laboratory. The Bureau will be 
advised of the outcome of this investigation. 



LHM has been classified "Secret, " consistent v;ith 
the referenced AEC memorandum. 


LEAD 


NEW YORK 


/j 

/ I 


AT NEW YORK, NEVI YORK. Will verify departure of 
subject from US, it being noted that he was scheduled to depart / / 
4/20/66. / / 


^-)Bureau (Ends. 6)(Pjy[) 
"2-New York gNCLOSB 

DFO ' 0 : lak 

(4) 



REC- K / 



: ■ ' / /:Z 

rrrTrHr-Pif 

4 JUN 30 198O' 






US. :Sdvinps 



Sayings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 





Rudolph Ernst Peierls 










X-'tr- ^ 




J ^ ,/ -y / , 


/TIT 


that ' the suBject arrived at / y ^ , 

BNL, with nis wire^ on March 19^ 1966, and was then residing--— ^ 
in ^ apartmgQ t.^arP, dn the site of BNL. He further advised <' 

that BNL had assured the Atomic Energy Commission that they 
vjill be informed if Peierls intends to visit other Atomic 
Energy Commission installations during his visit to the 
United States. BNL further indicated that Peierls would be 
concerned principally with nuclear theory and vrauld work with 
staff theorists, ,.._^V/v 

/y h. , A LS 

Atomic Energy Commission recor'Bs ''reveaT that' the 

subject was born on June 5, 1907, at Berlin, Germany. He 
received a Ph.D. degree from the University of Leipzig. 

Prom 1937 to 1963, he was employed as a professor at the 
University of Birmingham, England. Prom October, I963 to r / 
date he^has been engaged as Wykeham Prof^sor Physics at the-^’“‘- 
University of Oxford, His wife, Eugenia^annegiessew^^ierls 
was born o n July 25, IQO8, at Leningrad?VssiS. 

Visiting Assistant Physlcls^^dj^j^gicsDenartment since 
July, 1963. He was ^rn at Manchester, 

vgngland . He received a~:B.A, iiegrbe at uSiHWge Uhaversity 
ahcT''a""Ph.D. degree at Cornell University. He has had the 
folloxvlng employment history; 


September, 1956 - 
June, 1959 

June, 1959 ^ 
August, 1959 

October, 1959 - 
September, 1961 
September, I961 - 
March, I962 


Cornell University, Ithaca, 

New York. Research and 
Tea^Hing Assistant in Physics,. 
Lavjrence Radiation Laboratory, 
Berkeley, Califo rnia. , 

Th e o r e t i c anTTKy^"! c s 

Birmingham University, England. 
Nato Fellowship ■ 

Institute for Adva'nced Study, 
Princeton, JJew J efsey. 


Atomic Energy Commission records indicate that 
Ronald Prank Peierls’ appointment v/as approved by Atomic 
Energy Commission for unclassified research in ron- security 
areas of BNL. 





-2 



Rudolph Ernst Pelerls 



Atomic Energy Commission approval 
V7as grantedjH||HHIIHHHV'o3? travel on BNL business from 
July 30 , 1964 to September 30, 1964. The purpose of this trip 
was to attend the International Conference on High Energy 
Physics at Dubna, Russia, and to hold discussions on High 
Energy Theoretical Physics at CEN, Saclay, Prance, CERN, Geneva, 
Harwell and Rutherford Laboratory, England, and at Imperial 
College, London, England. 


On June l4, 
information; 



furnished the following 


The subject entered the United States on March 19, 
1966 . He started his employment at BNL on March 21, I 966 , and 
he terminated on April 19 , 1966, at the completion of his 
assignment. He v;as to leave the United States on April 20, 
1966 , His forwarding address was Department of Theoretical 
Physics, University of Oxford, Oxford, England. His residence 
address was listed as Farleigh Orchard Lane, Old Boar's Hill, 
Oxford, England. 



f advlsed that there is no record in his 
files of any travel' in the United States on the part of the 
subject during his stay at BNL. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOIPA 

DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 


XXXXXX 

XXXXXX 

XXXXXX 


Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where indicated 
explain this deletion. 


□ Deletions were made pursuant to the exemptions indicated below with no segregable material available for 
release to you. 



Section 552 


Section 552a 

□ (b)(1) 


□ (b)(7)(A) 

□ (d)(5) . 

□ (b)(2) 


□ (b)(7)(B) 

□ G)(2) 

□ (b)(3) 


□ (b)(7)(C) 

□ (k)(l) 



_ □ (b)(7)(D) 

□ (k)(2) 



_ □ (b)(7)(E) 

□ (h)(3) 



_ □ (b)(7)(F) 

□ (k)(4) 

□ (b)(4) 


□ (b)(8) 

□ (h)(5) 

□ (b)(5) 


□ (b)(9) 

□ (h)(6) 

□ (b)(6) 



□ (h)(7) 


n Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to the subject of your request or the subject of your 
request is listed in the title only. 

□ Documents originated with another Government agency(ies). These documents were referred to that agency (ies) 
for review and direct response to you. 


Pages contain information furnished by another Government agency (ies). You will be advised by the FBI as 
to the releasability of this information following our consultation with the other agency(ies). 


Page(s) withheld inasmuch as a final release determination has not been made. You will be advised as to the 

disposition at a later date. 

Pages were not considered for release as they are duplicative of J/ X)-, I"-:, In -^13 
Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 



X No Duplication Fee X 
X for this page X 

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 


XXXXXX 

XXXXXX 

XXXXXX 
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UNITED STATES G< ;RNMENT 

Memorandum 



subject: 


HID 




DIRECTOR, FBI (100-344156) 
SAC, NEW YORK (105-79458 ) (p) 


RUDOLPH ERNST" PEIERLS 
IS -ENGLAND 
(00: NY) 


date: 8 / 17/66 


ALL INFOftMArtON CONTAINED 
HEREIN iS UNt^ASSIFlED , _ 

DATE BY 


ReNY LHM to Bureau dated 6/28/66. 



RUDOLPH ERNST PEIERLS 

departed the US on an early morning flight on April 20, 

1966 , for England. He entered the US on 3 / 19 / 66 , on a 
round trip ticket via British Overseas Airways (BOAC) and 
it is assumed that he returned to England via BOAC. He 
was accompanied by his wife, EUGENIA KANNEGIESSER PEIERLS 

On 8/11/66, _ 

Brookhaven National Laoorarory, advised’"€Hafc PEIERLS ^^ide 
in an apartment on the Laboratory site during his stay at 
the Laboratory. He said that no phone calls were charged to 
the phone in his apartment during his stay. 



LEADS 




WASHINGTON FIELD 


/> 


/ ■' 




n 


i 


AT WASHINGTON, D. C . Will check arrival and departure 
records at Central Office of INS to verify departure of subject, 
^fe^n on June ^ 1907, at Berlin, Germany, and his wife, EUGENIA 
V^NNEGIESSE^^I^IERLS, born on 7/25/08, at Leningrad, Russia. 

The subject's permanent address was listed as Parle igh Orchard 
Lane, Old Boar's Hill, Oxford, England. ' * ' . / 


NEW YORK 





AT NEW YORK, NEW YORK . Will close administratively 
on verification of departure of subject. 



C ^A'Bureau (RM) 
2-Washington Field (RM) 
2 -New York 

DFO ' C : lak 

(6) 
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Qtnw 


/uO ^ ' /_ 

^ ^ -lb AUG T 9 1966 
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UNITED STATES Gv, .,£RNMENT 

Memorandum 


TO /: piRECTOR, FBI (100-344156) 


SAC, WFO (65-10324) (RUC) 


date: 9/29/66 


Jbject: RUDOLPH ERNST PEIERLS 
IS - ENGLAND 
(C0:NY) 

J ReNYlet, 8/17/66. 


ALL tMFOPA^fi^TiON CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED , 
DATE L^.t±SX BY 

St- ^£>C>7Z3 
1t>u7Z-7 


Referenced New York letter requested WFO to 
check arrival and departure records of subject and his 
wife at the Central Office of INS. 

On SnSi^SS, advised that the 

records of the Central Off^^o^nTo^ntained the following 
record of arrival and departure of the subject and his 
wife to the United States: 

RUDOLPH ERNST PEIERLS, born 6/5/07, Berlin, 

Germany, British citizen, occupation Physicist^ Was last 
admitted to the United States on 3/19/66, and departed on 
4/19/66, His permanent addfdss was shown as Farleigh, 

Orchard Lane, Boars Hill, Oxford, England. His destination 
in the United States was shown as Brookhaven National 
Laboratory, Upton, New York. PEIERLS was traveling on Passport 
Number 311140. He arrived on BOAC flight 505 from London, 
England. 

EUGENIA.,^bom 7/25/08, at Leningrad, Russia, with 
the same London address and the same destination in the 
United States, arrived and departed the United States the 
same day as the subject. 



The subject was previously in the United States 
on the following dates: 

r // 

'-•***a / 

- Bureau * 

- New York (105-79458) (RM) a« 0^'*’ ^ 

1 - WFO 


® 11968 

US, Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 







¥F0 65-10324 


He arrived in the United States on 9/11/65, and 
departed 9/17/65. His United States address was shown as 
64 Highland Avenue, Cambridge, Massachusetts, 

Subject arrived in ;the United States at New York on 
8/9/65, and departed 9/12/65. On this occasion his United 
States address was listed as e/o Dr. R. fJ(S^EIERLS, RFD #1, 
Box 92, Brookhaven, New Yoyk. ^ 

PEIERL3 was again admitted to the United States on 
6/22/65, and departed 6/24/65. On that occasion he stayed 
at the Windsor Park Hotel .Annex, Washington, D. C. 

PEIERLS was admitted to the United States at Boston, 
on 6/9/63, and departed the United States at Boston on 
6/13/63, this time his address was shown as Endicott ,/vf« 

Dedhairi Massachusetts. 


PEIERLS was admitted to the United States at Seattle 
on 7/16/ 60., and departed 8/21/62. On this occasion his 
address was listed as Department of Physics, University of 
Washington. 


PEIERLS was /admitted to the United States at New 
York on 3/30/61, and departed 4/9/6/:. His United States 
address was Massachusetts Institute of Technology, c/o 
Centennial Conference. The records of INS showed that 
PEIERLS was first admitted to Newr York City on 9/3/60, and 
departed 9/4/60. On that occasion his address was listed 
as 58 Warfield Street, Upper Montclair, New Jersey. 

INS records revealed that File A- 14786038 regarding 
subject is located at, Boston, Massachusetts. INS records 
revealed that EUGENM^fEIERLS was admitted to the United 
States on the following dates; 

She entered the United States on 7/31/65, and 
departed 9/17/65. Again she was admitted to the United States 
on 10/11/62, and departed 10/26/62. She was first admitted 
to the United States on 8/31/60, and departed 9/4/60. 


5c> 
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